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FROM 


An English Gentleman, 
at Genoa, to his friend in Holland, 
bbout the Affairs in Spaine. 


1 
| T our returne from his Royall Highneſs | 
| the Dake of Savoy , I find here yours in 

; anſwer to mine of the 3d. of September 

4 from Alicant. I am glad the Gentlemen 

5 to whom you communicated my Letter judg- 

s ed ſo rightly , from the knowledg they 


had of the Pr. of L.. . . n, of that ſcan- 
dalous miſmanagement , which kept the 


4 o King from Madrid & from all his poſſeſ- 
1 — — {ons in Spain, when they were abandoned 
1 by his Enemies. A point of Spanish honour refined by German 
4 Policy. * 

1 I 5 not a little ſurpriſed to find the malicious reports, that have 


| wWoeandred to & fro of My Lords conduct: Tho 1 am fatisfyed the 
ae und Papers his Lordobip has dent by Culime! Nc 
| 8 wi 


(2) 
will remove all prejudice , & detect the: little baſe Artifices of his. 
Enemies. Bur if that should not ſatisfy ſome men, the Kings Se- 
cretary Mr. Z. . g. one of the Pr. of UL. . . ns, own crea- 
tures is going over to England, whoſe Account muſt juſtify 4 
Lord to all intents and purpoſes. The adverſities the Court hath 
met with fince our ablence has opened their eyes, and the King 
preſſes his Lordship to returne with all diligence into Spain, de- 
ſireing him. to bring along with him the D of Molen, the new 
intended Miniſter. I hope this will be juſtification enough to ſome, 
and that at. leaſt youwil give Credit to th: Confeſſion of their own 
faults. Heaven has protected My Lords true Zeal for the Publick 
| _ brought shame and confuſion on thoſe that ſiniſterly contrived 

is ruine. 

I am ſorry I did not ſend you, with my Letter from Alicant, 
thoſe papers which: would have confirmed every word I wrote. 
You'l give me leave to repeat one paſſage out of your own Letter 
and to anſwer thoſe points by Extracts taken out of the Originall 
Letters from the King, and others. ,, You ſay, one while it is ſaid, 
„ that My Lord was à ſecond Sl.. . . gh, who could. do nothing but 
„ command, and not obey any body, and that he was called home 
„ becauſe he would not obey A/ Lord Galloway's orders to repair 
„ withall ſpeed ta Madrid, * lay trifling away his time in takeing; 


„ Requena , and ſome other inconſiderable places, and ſo the op- 


„ portunity was loſt. Arf other reaſon was, becauſe he had in- 
„ {ulred ſome or other of the Grandees of Spain; and finally becauſe 
„ he had diſobliged the King, by takeing all the mony remitted: 
„ from England for that ſervice , which the King judged he ought 
,» to have had, and therefore could not endure to ſee 44 Lord any 
, more. , „ : 

8 to the firſt Accuſation, it is the weakeſt that ever was contri- 
ved. ' My Lord Galloway never ſent ſo much as a Letter to- A) Lord 
to adviſe him of his circumſtances, nor did any Generall of that 


Army ever deſire My Lord to joyne him, as appears by the incloſed 


copy of a Certificate taken from an Expreſs ſent by the Marquis Das. 
Minas and My Lord Galloway. PH 

© Beſides His Lordibip was ſo far from delaying his march to Ma- 
drid, that, foreſeeing the ill conſequences. of. the Kings. journey: 


(3) 


by way of Arragon, he reſolved , by the unanimous opinion of his 
own, and the King of Spains Officers, to march with the horſe 
and foot into Caſtile , opportuncly enough to ſave the Portugueſe 
Army, which was ſurpriſed by a ſuperiour force, and retreating 
for their 2 a 

This his Lordship ventured upon, when he had the repeated Let - 
ters from the King intimating that he was ſecure of Madrid and 
all his Dominions of Spain by the Portugueſe Army, and ſo was 
ſo far from ordering him to come to Madrid, that he ſent him 
with a number of Troops into Italy, to the Hands, cven to Barce- 


lona, as appears by the following extract of a Letter writ by the 


King the third of ful laſt, 


I ſemble meſme que dans 
la conjoncture preſente les for- 
ces des Kunemis qui reſtent en- 
core en Eſpague ne pourront 
empe ſcher pour qu'on ne me 
mette en poſieſhhon de ma Ville 
Capitale, & enſuite de tout le 
continent de  Eſpagne : Ainfi 
Milord, ze ſouhaite fort qu'en 
attendant la flote du Chevalier 
Shovel vous faſſiez de telles 
diſpoſuttons qu'a la venue de la 
ditte flate la partie des trou- 
pes allives qui ſe trouve pre- 
fſentement au bord de la Mer, 
© engagee a Pexpedition d A. 
" /icant & de Cartagene , ſe pui/- 
ſe immediatement embarquer 
S aller au ſeconrs du Duc de 
' Savoye & de L Italie. 

f | On, 


It ſeems in the preſent con- 
juncture that the forces of the 
Enemies that are remayning in 
Spain cannot hinder me from be- 
ing put into the Poſſeſſion of my 
Capital City , and the whole con- 
tinent of Spain; So that, My 
Lord, I am very deſirous that, 
expecting the fleet under the com- 
mand et Sr. Cloudeſly Shovel, 
you would take order, that at 
the arrival of the ſaid feet j, that 
part of the Troops of the Al. 
lies that are at preſent found nigh 
the Sea, and engaged in the ex- 
pedition of Alicant and Carta- 

ena may immediately embarke 
and go to the ſuccour of the Duke 
of Savoy and of Hraly. 


Ou, en cas que le ſecours 


ne ſeroit plus neceſſaire , pour 


entreprendre operation des 
Iſles de Majorque & Minor- 
que, qu apres celle de Savoye 
me ſeroit plus agreabie, on 
ayant laifse les garniſons ne- 


ceſſaires pour la conſervation 


(4) 


Or, in caſs that ſuecour be not 


needfull, that you will under- 
take the reducing the Hands of 
Majorca and Minorca: which, 
next to that of Savoy, would be 
moſt acceptable to me, where 
having leſt garriſons neceſſary for 
the preſervation of thoſe lands, 


you may. bring the reſt of the- 


Troops to Barcelona, Where a 
good garriſon , eſpecially, in 
winter time, will be allwaysne- 
ceſſary. | 


des dites Iſles vous pourriez 
faire conduire le reſte des 
Troupes, @ Barcelone, ou 
une bonne garniſon , particu- 
lierement en temps d hyver, 
ſera tonfonrs neceſſaire. 


There are many other Letters can be produced to the ſame pur- 
poſe, which would be too long to repeat here. Let any reaſonable 


man now judge whether his Lordship trifled away his time; when: 


he had ſuch orders. As to the takeing of Kequena, Alicant, and 
Cartagena it was done by the Kings direction, and was undertaken, 
whiltt we were waiting for his Majeſty at Valencia. 


ſtrange that ſuch ſervices should be turned into faults. 


Whoever was the Authour of theſe impertinent ſtorics, did not, 
or would not know the true cauſe of our Misfortunes in Spain, it 


did in no manner depend upon 41y Lord: the fatal ſteps, which loſt 


us the opportunity, were taken long before, even agreed upon be- 
fore the Court left Barcelona, where the Reſolutions were taken in 


a private Caball to march by way of Arragon. 
Mr. St. 


18th. Jane from Barcelona where he writes thus. 


„There is ſtilla mighty hankering after Arragon, I ceaſe not 
which will engage him 
„ to bring more ſtrergth on that fide, which we may now do ve- 
1» ry well, whereas if thoſe, who would plunder Arragon — 


„ to preſs the King, to go to Valencia, 


Kequena was 
of indiſpenſible neceſſity, being the paſs into Caſtile, lo that its 


. . . pe gives the true Reaſon for it in his Letter of the 
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(5) 
„ his Majefties Perſon that way, its plain they'l draw all they can 
, on that fide. 

judge it needleſs to procure any more proofes upon this head; 
it being ſufficient to detect as well thy temerity as the folly of that 
advice, to obſcrve that it was Ccontriry to the agreed meaſures of 
that ſolemn Councill of Mar where the Generalis, the Admirals, 
and the Miniſters, with the King him ſelf, fixed other meaſures. 
As alſothat in the ſubſequent Councili the Miniſters proteſted againſt 
it, for all Mr. Stanhope's and the Portwgall Ambaſſadors Letters are 
full of invectives againſt thoſe proccedings. 

We have it now from their own confeſſion. From this Coun- 
cill dos ſpring all our evills: And one falſe ſtep has been made io co- 
ver another. They have uſed all tricks and artifices to run others 
down; but the fault is too palpable, and. their inventions too groſs 
to cover it. 

When you conſider an Army ſtaying at, and near Madrid for 
fourty days together, without ever marching after a flying Enemy; 
when you find that no Proviſion was made againſt the Iknemy, 
that was coming towards them, and ſo little Intelligence or Mili- 
tary diſcipline kept, that they met an Army in the morning, of 
which they knew nothing over night. When in fourty days poſ- 
ſeſſion of a Capitall, no care was taken to ſecure it, or any Ma- 
gaxines made to ſupport the troops. When you reflect it was loſt 
without a blow; & find that, contrary to orders, My Lord brought 0 
troops enough to ſupport them and make the Army ſuperiour in 
number to the Enemy). When you conſider the events ſince My 
Lord left Spain by the Queens poſii ive orders to go for /raly, When 
you reflect upon ſuch a retreat, & the loſs of 7000 men without 
a blow, with all the Diviſions, want of Diſcipline and Fatalities which 
have happened ſince. When you conſider more men loſt in a month 
then ever My Lord had for all the ſervices he has pertormd in Spain, 
you?l be pergwaded the World will caſily judge who has done ill 
or well. And if ſome men should yet think this not ſufficient I aſſure 
you My Lord it well prepared tor the further information of Man- 
kind. | 
. I shall, oncly take notice of one ſurpriſing particular more; Viz. 
Fy That when the Englich Gaxet mentiond 25000 men under M 
6 : A 3. Lords 
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(6) 


Lords command in Falencia the number did not exceed 4000. and 


thole Troops and the train of Artillery, without a male or horſe, 
or any thing neceſlary for the Campaign, Which his Lordship, with 
 indefatigable pains procurcd , and got ready in a ſmall time: Be- 
ſides a Rogiment of 400 Dragoons, Whoſe horles he paid for with 
his own mony. Thele ſervices deſerve ſome notice, and will one day 
appear to the World, to the confuſion of thoſe that have taken ſo 
much.pains to give an ill turne to all his Actions. 

As tothe other report of ſome or other Grandee of Spain inſulted by 
My Lord, it is as falſe as malicious, and allo ill contrived; there 
being nothing ſo well known, nor any thing more remarkable than 
My Lords intereſt with all the Spanjards: For where he has been he 
has intirely their Love and Eſteem, and l may ſay, wirhout any par- 
tiallity, has greater power with them, than any man about the 
Kings Perſon, And this you'l eaſily b-l:eve when | tell you he 
has kept the ſtticteſt diſcipline amongſt the Troops, nor touching 
their goods himſelf, nor ſuffering others ſo to do, and inexorably 
proſecuting, with the utmoſt rigour, thoſe that were guilty of ſuch 
practices. This conduct, beſides his Afability ro all ſorts of men, 
has had perhaps a more powerfull influence upon the 3 Na- 
tion, then it would have had upon any other people beſides, as ha- 
ving been kept at ſuch a vaſt diſtance by the Hauughtuieſs & Starcht- 
neſs of their own Mobility. 

As to the Story of the Mony, that 's a , have beenſo uſd to, 
that for ſome time we were never free of the Clamours of the Court 
upon that ſubject, till the King himſelf found, that the diſpoſi- 
tions which fy Lord Peterborow himſelf had formd in Catalonia, a- 
bout the p1yment of thole of the Kings Troops that marched with 
him to Valencia, could not be performed, & that the Pay-maſter re- 
fuſed My Lords poſitive orders, ſaying that he could not diſpoſe of 
one farthing of the publick mony for any other uſes than he was 
directed by the Treaſury, the ſums for the particular ſervices being 
limited in England: In ſo much that Ay Lord found himſelt obliged 
to take up mony*s upon his Private Credit for the Publick ſervice. 
Judge then what ground there is for ſuch an accuſation. 

This point the Court has been long ſince convinc'd of, and I hope 
its too well known in England what orders & inſtructions _ 

een 


2 

been given to Mr. Mead the Pay-maſter of the] Army to give any ere- 
dit to ſuch malicious aſperſions. 
l find by theſe Storics that ſome would fain infinuate great diffe- 
rences between the King & My Lord. It is true the meaſures My Lord 
has been obliged to take to oppoſe the ruinons deſigns of the Kings 
Miniſters , have expoſed him to the envy and malice of thoſe men, 
who could not faile to have ſome influence upon the King: But as: 
ſoon as L. . & C. are removed, which.is now at hand, you?l: 
ſee a good Harmony betwixt the Cour: & him. And I am certain 
where no other intereſt but that of the publike prevails he'l never 
have difference with any man: Even ar the height of the Kings diſ- 
pleaſure (as ſome would repreſent it,) when My Lord-was coming. 
to Italy, his Majeſty gave him all the marks of his eſteem imagina- 
ble, & intruſted him with ample Powers to treat with the Genoe«+ 
3 {es for mony, at his own diſcretion, to pawne all his Dominiens in 
J _ and /raly, No ſmall inſtance, | trow, of his confidence in 

im. 

Beſides the Certificate above mention'd, I ſend you here incloſed 
a Copy of the Reſolution of the Council of War by which his Lord 
ship ventured to march againſt the Kings orders, into Caſtile; 
which 5 9 and Extracts you may depend upon to be true Copys: 
of which 1 can allways preduce the Originals: Theſe are ſufficient 
to contradict the malicious forgerys that hæve been invented, & for 
that reaſon I beg'd his Lordshs leave to ſend you them. You: 
may make a free uſe of them, & without any ſcruple beleeve that 
Lam ſenſible of the ill conſequence that might attend any other re- 
preſentation than that of the bare Truth. I am | 


SIR, 


Genoa the 21. No- 
vember 1706. 


Yours & 


